
Greetings,

The last two months have seen 
unprecedented changes in our  wor ld. The coronavir us has affected ever yone, 
including FISH. Whi le the board worked together  to keep FISH open as long 
as i t could, many factor s contr ibuted to the eventual closing of our  
organization.

We star ted by being open on a l imited schedule w ith a ?no contact' form of 
food distr ibution. We also stopped taking donations of food and clothing to 
l imit r isk to our  susceptible volunteer  population. I t quickly became di f f icult 
to f ind volunteers for  the pantr y.

Another  major  problem was the supply chain dr ied up. Grocer y stores would 
no longer  f i l l  our  orders. This continues to be a problem for  nonprofi ts 
distr ibuting food who total ly r ely on donations.

Because we were left w i th food in our  pantr y, we decided to donate to St. 
Olaf ?s, Salvation Army, and House of Mercy. Many of these organizations have 
paid staff  and have remained open.

When we reopen, we w i l l  f ind i t necessar y to r estock our  food supply. I  have 
a feel ing that new  precautions w i l l  be put in place to 
ensure the safety of our  volunteers.

These have been challenging times for  al l  of us as 
we adjust to a new  normal. Let us hope and pray 
that things w i l l  r eturn to some normalcy at FISH. 
I thank al l  of you who stepped up dur ing these 
past weeks. I  hope you are al l  well .

Blessings,

Gene Bruss

May - June 2020

Visit  our  websit e! 
ht t ps:/ / wil l iamsbur gf ish.weebly.com/
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James City County Lions helped 
w ith the thir d Thursday food 
distr ibution.

The Junior  Coti l l ion of Hampton 
Roads col lected food and money 
for  FISH at a r ecent dance. Gene 
Bruss (r ight) r eceives a donation 

from Greg and Kay Mar tin, 
ow ners of the Coti l l ion.

Knights of Columbus 
col lected food for  FISH at St. 
Bede?s Catholic Church.



2020  Cl osur es

Chr istmas ? Thursday, 
December  24;

Fr iday, December  25
New  Year  ? Noon, 

Thursday, December  
31;

Fr iday, Januar y 1, 
2021

FISH w i l l  be open on 
Columbus Day.

FISH is also closed when the WJCC public schools close 
for  severe weather  emergencies. FISH tr ies to open on 

time when schools are on a

delayed schedule.

Memor ial Day ? 
Monday, May 25

Independence Day ? 
Fr iday, July 3

Labor  Day ? Monday, 
September  7

Veterans Day ? 
Wednesday, November  

11
Thanksgiving ? Noon, 

Wednesday, November  
25; Thursday, 

INTERESTED   IN  VOLUNTEERING?
Contact Mar tha Buell  at 

757-345-2646
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