
Greetings,

The pandemic continues to 
cause problems for  Amer icans and for  FISH. We have managed to stay 
open w ith minimal workers being exposed to potential danger. James City 
County seems to be declining in the number  of cases. More folks are being 
vaccinated but at a slow  pace. As more of us are vaccinated, I  am hopeful 
that more w i l l  feel comfor table volunteer ing. This can lead to an expansion 
of hours and ser vices. Thanks to Mar tha Buell  for  her  effor ts at f inding 
volunteers.

FISH is the proud ow ner  of a new  van, which w i l l  be used to pick up and 
deliver  food from stores. I t can also be used by shoppers at the Food Pantr y. 
Joe Benedetti?s group can also use i t to del iver  food to the homeless at 
hotels. Thanks to Mike Motes and Holly and Jack Trotter  for  shopping for  
the van and putting in the time.

By now , many of you may have heard that Chi ld Development Resources is 
planning on purchasing our  bui lding. We have been promised that most of 
our  space w i l l  sti l l  be avai lable to us. Members of the board met w ith 
r epresentatives of CDR to discuss future plans, but no decisions have been 
made. Provisions would need to be made for  us to continue 
using the bui lding. Ultimately, we may be for ced to look 
elsewhere for  space.

This is a challenging time for  us. Let?s hope that al l  
works out and we can continue our  mission in the 
community.

Stay healthy and safe.

Gene Bruss

President

March - April 
2021

Visit  our  websit e! 
ht t ps:/ / wil l iamsbur gf ish.weebly.com/
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Int er est ed  in  vol unt eer ing?
Contact Mar tha Buell  at 

757-345-2646!

After  suspending dir ect ser vice to cl ients due to COVID 
safety concerns, FISH used i ts r esources to provide more 

than $35,000 in food supplies to par tner  organizations 
distr ibuting food.  Dur ing i ts seven months of 2020 
dir ect operation, FISH ser ved approximately 2,260 
unique individuals in 942 households w ith food, 

clothing and/or  housewares. More than 1,600 grocer y 
orders were f i l led and almost 2,700 outf i ts of clothing 

were distr ibuted.

Besides ser ving cl ients at headquar ter s, in 2020 FISH 
funded a monthly Mobi le Food Pantr y in par tner ship 

w ith the Salvation Army, provided crockpots for  fami l ies 
l iving in area motels, helped stock the W&M Food 

Pantr y, and began a program that makes emergency 
grocer ies avai lable to motel r esidents.  

FISH  IN  2020



Vol unt eer  Spot l ight
Maura Rush

Maura Rush was born, r aised, educated (BA in Psych; MBA 
in Organizational Behavior ), and mar r ied in New  York City, 

but l ived in Texas and Pennsylvania before coming to 
nor thern Virginia in 1986. She and her  husband Tom, who 
also volunteers at FISH, w i l l  be mar r ied 49 years in June 

and have three chi ldren and four  grandchi ldren. After  she 
reti r ed from SAIC as a VP for  Human Resources, they 

moved to Ford's Colony in 2012 because of proximity to 
fami ly and having three golf  courses made this a good 

choice for  the two avid golfer s. As past Tournament 
Dir ector  and LGA President, she has had the oppor tuni ty to 
dir ect food dr ives and fundraising that benefi ted FISH over  

the years. Golf has kept her  sane dur ing the pandemic, 
having played 148 rounds in 2020, but FISH became a big 

focus as well . She is ver y glad to spend a lot of time working 
w ith large donations, stocking shelves, and bagging 

grocer ies dur ing this time but can't wait to get back to the 
old normal of providing famil ies w ith food monthly.



James City Lions Club 
volunteers Dan Fontaine and 

Ruth Bott help FISH stock 
shelves

FISH's new  van

2021   cl osur es
Monday, May 31 (Memor ial Day)

Monday, July 5 (July 4th Obser vance)

Monday, September  6 (Labor  Day)

Monday, October  11 (Columbus Day)

Thursday, November  11 (Veteran's Day)

Wednesday, November  24 (Closes at Noon)

Thursday & Fr iday, November  25 & 26 (Thanksgiving Day and 
Follow ing Day)

Fr iday, December  24 (Chr istmas Eve)

Fr iday, December  31 (New  Year 's Eve)


